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Graves Commission she searched the 
desert for lost burial-places under the 
guidance of Beduin who could point 
out unfailingly, on the smooth sand, the 
place where a soldier’s body lay. At 
Benghazi she snatched at an impulsive 
invitation to don a diver’s suit and 
explore the sea bed. The last journey 
was to the oasis of Kufra, far to the 
south, where the arrival of her little 
convoy frightened the children into 
shouting that the French forces had 
returned. Miss Toy conveys well her 
own zest in all her adventures; her 
book will revive memories in those who 
have fought in the desert, and stir the 
imagination of those who have never 
set foot on its sands. 


Joan Grant. Time Out of Mind. 254 pp. 
(Arthur Barker.) 16s. 


A reader of Miss Grant’s book will 
soon discover that the recollections it 
contains extend vastly beyond the mere 
span of one lifetime. Strange experi- 
ences are forever interrupting the 
mundane round. At Pisa she sees a 
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painting ‘which frightened me as a 
child in the sixteenth century’; at 
home the music-room is haunted by a 
ghost which, as a girl, she and her 
governess try vainly to exorcise; in 
the Cairngorms she runs to escape from 
some invisible presence that she could 
hear pounding behind her. When 
with her husband she took part in 
archeological digs in the Middle East 
and in Egypt, the relics they found 
evoked in her forgotten memories from 
what appeared to be an earlier terrestrial 
existence. 

Miss Grant has travelled widely and 
has much to recall, apart from these 
adventures in the mysterious world of 
psychic experience. But as the book 
goes on, this preoccupation comes to 
dominate the picture more and more. 
She learned early, she says, that ‘ the 
memory of previous lives was the 
quickest way to lose friends and fail to 
influence people.’ It may lose readers, 
too, perhaps; but not those who are 
disposed to travel with open minds 
through the avenues of psychical re- 
search which the author has explored 
so assiduously. 
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